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\ EXACTLY.'  WHY 
/SHOULD  ANYONE 
A FAKE  < 
dollar  our  of  \ 

fZEAL  SILVER? 
WHERE'S  THE  I 
V PROFIT?  yf/ 


'1004"/  \ISE£  « 
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> IT?  y\NEAR  ON  ^ 
k ^^YOUR  AMERICAN 
■ M/STORV—  j 


LOOK 
AT  THE 

DATE.! 


THEY  CAN  J 
■ Sr/LL  BE 
COUNTERFEIT. 
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\ THEY'RE 
/ Genuine/ 

I'LL  PROVE 
k IT/  ^ 


YOU'RE 
S GUILTY 
) OF  i 
THAT,  ] 

-roo/J 


\OKAV, 

; \ spirit: 
:M  I'M 
yGuinv: 
I'LL 

CONFESS- 


BUT 


IN  1803,  PRESIDENT 
JEFFERSON  BROUGHT  ABOUT 
THE  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE/ 
TO  PAY  FRANCE  IN  CASH, 

HE  NEEDED  NEARLY  All 
OF  THE  NEXT  YEAR'S 
COIKIAGF  OF  DOLLAR*; 


WHY-? 


' BUT  I'LL  GET  T 
OFF  WITH  A ^ 
LIGHT  SENTENCE! 
YOU,  SPIRIT,  { 
WILL  FRY  FOR  k 

murperjeM 


COMMISSIONER  DOLAN  TELLS 
/WE  THAT  MISS  GILBERT  , 
WAS  STABBED -AND 
you  WERE  ALONE 
IN  THAT  ROOM  j 
^ WITH  HER!  y 


BAMBRO'S  MADE  > 
FAXE  1004  DOLLARS 
AND  IS  SELLING  THEM 
AT  HIGH  PRICESTO  > 

co/v  . y 


LOOK  IN  THIS 
WORKSHOP/ 
LOTS  OF 
COUNTERFEIT 
DOLLARS/ 


TEST  THOSE 
COINS/  THEY'LL 
PROVE  TO  CONTAIN 
Genuine 
SILVER.' 


“Better  men  than  I have  parted  with  their 
books,  better  men,  mind  you,  but  none 
with  a greater  love  than  I;  and  if  my 
present  collection  has  to  be  jettisoned.  I’ll 
at  once  begin  collecting  over  again.” 

A.  EDWARD  NEWTON 
1863-1940 

^ ^ 
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The  Coins  Aren’t  the  Only  Things  That  Are 
Scarce,  or  Tracking  Down  a Book  about 
the  New  Orleans  Mint 

By  David  Ginsburg 

A few  years  ago,  I developed  an  interest  in  the  gold  coins  pro- 
duced at  the  New  Orleans  mint  in  the  1840s  and  1850s  — the 
decades  that  were  the  height  of  the  city's  glory  as  perhaps  the  richest 
city  in  America. 

1 began  to  research  the  economic  activity  of  the  city  in  that  era, 
as  you  might  expect,  on  the  Internet,  and  very  quickly  found  the 
sites  for  the  Historic  New  Orleans  Collection  <www.hnoc.org>  and 
the  Louisiana  State  Museum  <lsm.crt. state. la. us>.  On  the  State 
Museum's  Web  site,  I found  A Medley  of  Cultures  by  former  Louisiana 
State  Museum  Historian  Kimberly  Hanger,  of  which  Chapter  3,  "The 
Driving  Force;  Economic  Activity  in  Louisiana,"  was  the  most  perti- 
nent to  my  research. 

I was  very  pleased  to  find  that  each  chapter  of  this  monograph 
includes  a substantial  bibliography,  which,  for  Chapter  3,  runs  to  11 
pages  of  books  and  articles.  However,  the  one  listing  that  grabbed 
my  attention  the  most  was  A Histoiy  of  the  United  States  Mint,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana  by  Charles].  Collins,  Jr.  (Baton  Rouge,  1970). 

I was  intrigued,  because  I'd  never  heard  of  this  book  before.  I 
checked  various  online  used  booksellers  (no  luck),  the  numismatic 
booksellers  (no  one  had  heard  of  it)  and  asked  a leading  southern 
gold  coin  dealer  (he  hadn't  heard  of  it,  either).  Next,  I asked  my 
local  public  library  to  obtain  the  book  through  interlibrary  loan  — 
no  luck  there,  either.  The  only  co|)y  they  could  find  was  in  the  refer- 
ence collection  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library,  which  they 
wouldn't  lend  out! 

So,  unwilling  to  buy  an  airplane  ticket  to  New  Orleans,  I finally 
did  what  I should  have  done  earlier;  1 subscribed  to  The  E-Sylum  and 
asked  Wayne  Homren,  the  editor,  to  ask  my  fellow  subscribers  if  any 
of  them  had  a copy.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Homren  hadn't  heard  of  the 
book,  either. 

Much  to  my  surprise  and  pleasure,  shortly  after  my  inquiry,  I 
received  a resj)onse  from  a subscriber  who  owns  a copy  (stored  ol'f- 
site,  unfortunately  for  me).  However,  he  thoughtfully  referred  me  to 
an  acquaintance  of  his  who,  very  kindly,  sent  me  a photocopy. 

The  book  is,  indeed,  about  the  New  Orleans  mint,  although 
"manuscript"  might  be  a better  description  than  "book."  Also,  as  it 
was  written  by  an  architecture  student  at  Louisiana  State  University, 
its  focus  is  mostly  on  the  building  itself,  rather  than  the  activities 
that  went  on  inside! 
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According  to  the  Foreward,  the  manuscript  "was  made  i)ossible 
through  a grant  from  the  Baton  Rouge  Bureau  for  Lath  and  Plaster, 
which  each  year  makes  a grant  to  a student  who  has  comj)leted  the 
architectural  history  courses  in  the  Department  of  Architecture  at 
Louisiana  State  University,"  and  was  written  in  either  "Summer 
1970"  or  "June  1971"  (the  title  page  and  Foreward  differ). 

The  manuscript  consists  of  approximately  eighty  8.5  by  11  inch 
pages,  21  of  which  trace  the  history  of  the  building,  its  uses  and 
rei>airs,  etc.;  21  of  which  are  appendices  (such  as  the  text  of  the  con- 
tract and  specilications  for  the  building  ol  the  Mint),  footnotes  and 
a bibliography;  and  the  remaining  38  pages  are  pictures  of  other 
buildings  also  designed  by  William  Strickland,  floor  plans  of  the 
Mint  and  pictures  of  architectural  details  of  the  building. 

As  with  other  books  Lve  read,  1 find  Mr.  Collins's  bibliography  to 
be  very  tantalizing,  as  he  lists  sources  such  as:  House  Document  No. 
462,  The  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans  (27th  Congress,  Session  II, 
March  31,  1842);  "Issues  of  the  U.S.  Mint  at  New  Orleans,"  from  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  (11  [1876]);  and  the  Manuscript 
Record  Book  (New  Orleans,  The  United  States  Mint,  c.  1850). 

My  only  regret  is  that  my  copy  appears  to  be  a "copy  of  a copy," 
with  consequential  degradation  in  picture  quality. 

In  an  effort  to  obtain  an  "original"  copy  of  this  apparently  pri- 
vately printed  manuscript,  I thought  I'd  try  to  reach  the  author, 
whom  I now  believed  to  be  either  a practicing  architect  or  an  archi- 
tecture professor.  Much  to  my  surprise,  a simple  Internet  search  con- 
nected me  with  Mr.  Collins,  who  was  somewhat  surprised  to  be 
asked  questions  about  his  33-year-old  effort. 

Lie  told  me  that  the  Baton  Rouge  Bureau  for  Lath  and  Plaster  was 
a private  trade  association  of  plaster  contractors,  which  offered  a 
$500  scholarship  to  architecture  students  to  produce  a research 
paper.  He  told  me  that  he  believed  that  about  15  to  20  copies  of  the 
manuscript  were  originally  produced. 

We  discussed  his  research,  which  was  quite  thorough,  as  he  trav- 
eled to  the  National  Archives  (where  he  obtained  the  building's  floor 
plans)  and  interviewed  all  the  New  Orleans  architects  and  builders 
involved  in  the  various  renovations  of  the  Mint  that  he  could.  He 
mentioned  that  one  of  the  architects  involved  in  the  1931  conver- 
sion of  the  Mint  building  into  a Federal  prison  retrieved  a manu- 
script book  from  the  then-unoccupied  building. 

We  also  discussed  his  assertion  in  his  manuscript  that  William 
Strickland  designed  the  Mint  without  ever  visiting  New  Orleans.  Mr. 
Collins  said  that  he  was  advised  to  read  the  society  pages  of  the  New 
Orleans'  newspapers  during  the  time,  as  the  arrival  and  stay  in  the 
city  of  such  a prominent  visitor  from  the  then-distant  city  of 
Philadelphia  would  certainly  have  merited  one  or  more  mentions. 
Mr.  Collins  said  that  he  was  unable  to  find  such  a mention,  and  that 
the  lack  of  a visit  by  Mr.  Strickland  led  to  him  designing  a building 


Mint,  New  Orleans,  La, 
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The  exterior  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  New  Orleans,  from  an  early  20th-cenhiry  postcard 
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lhal  was  more  suited  to  being  l)uilt  in  Philadelphia  (on  bedrock 
foundation)  rather  than  in  New  Orleans  (on  a rather  swamj)y  foun- 
dation). As  a consequence,  the  Mint  building  developed  structural 
problems  within  five  years  of  its  construction  and  a series  of  re[)airs 
and  suj)ports  were  needed  over  tlie  following  15  years  to  keep  it 
from  sinking  into  the  unstable  soil. 

When  1 remarked  on  the  thoroughness  of  his  bibliogra{)hy,  he 
responded  by  saying  that  he  was  very  conscious  of  the  need  to  be 
complete  and  that  he  ''wanted  to  leave  good  footprints."  He  also 
mentioned  that  when  the  Mint  was  being  renovated  by  the 
Louisiana  State  Museum,  the  firm  involved  read  his  book  and  then 
sent  two  ern[)loyees  to  consult  with  him. 

Following  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Collins,  1 contacted  Greg 
Lambousy,  Director  of  Collections  of  the  Louisiana  State  Museum 
who  told  me  that  the  Baton  Rouge  Bureau  for  Lath  and  Plaster,  once 
one  of  a number  of  similar  organizations  in  Louisiana,  no  longer 
operates,  and  that  a ledger  containing  the  letters  of  the  Office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Repairs  to  the  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans,  1856- 
1859,  was  donated  to  the  Louisiana  State  Museum  by  Samuel 
Wilson,  an  architect,  in  1976  and  is  currently  on  display  in  the  Mint 
exhibit. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  manuscript,  please  contact 
me  at  <ginsburg.d@worldnet.att.net>. 


Charles  P.  Senter 

By  John  Adams 

The  Ford  Library  Sale  of  June  1,  2004  fetched  all-in  proceeds  of 
more  than  $1.6  million.  This  sum  represents  a new  world  record  and 
by  a wide  margin.  Why  on  earth  did  so  much  money  roll  in? 

John  j.  Ford,  Jr.  was  very  precise  in  describing  his  library;  he  col- 
lected not  rarity  or  value  but  knowledge.  It  turns  out  that  knowledge 
has  a lot  of  value  that,  in  Ford's  case,  has  been  hidden  from  public 
view  for  many  years.  Hopefully,  buyers  of  Ford  material  will  come 
forward  to  share  their  newly  acquired  knowledge.  It  is  in  this  spirit 
that  the  following  brief  article  is  proffered  to  The  Asylum's  reader- 
ship. 

Charles  P.  Senter  is  known  to  the  cognoscenti  by  an  American 
Art  Association  Anderson  Galleries  catalogue  dated  October  27, 
1933.  Conducted  during  the  nadir  of  the  Depression,  the  sale  was 
anything  but  a financial  success.  Great  rarities  were  bunched  into 
bulk  lots  and  hammered  down  at  a fraction  of  the  values  that  had 
obtained  just  a few  years  earlier. 

The  author  owns  a priced  and  named  copy  of  the  1933  Senter 
sale  and  was  privileged  to  buy  at  the  Ford  Sale  Senter's  own  copy^  of 
"Betts"  [See  figures  1 and  2],  the  bible  of  all  collectors  of  North 
America  historical  medals  ever  since  the  volume  was  first  published 
in  1894.  The  combination  of  the  named  auction  sale  and  Senter's 
annotated  copy  of  Betts  (lot  180  in  the  Ford  Library  sale)  offers  sever- 
al insights  into  the  history  of  medal  collecting  in  this  country.  A few 
illustrations  will  help  to  make  the  point. 

Senter  listed  his  acquisitions  next  to  the  appropriate  Betts  num- 
ber, noting  the  date  of  purchase,  the  price  in  code,  the  condition 
and  occasionally  the  source.  By  aggregating  all  his  dates  of  purchase, 
we  get  half  a dozen  heavy  concentrations  that  we  assumed  to  be  auc- 
tion sales.  Hoping  to  break  the  price  code,  we  checked  Adams  and 
Manville  for  sales  on  or  shortly  before  the  dates  iri  question.  This 
exercise  produced  zero  hits.  In  fact,  Senter  did  not  jrarticipate  in  auc- 
tions (of  which  many  collectors  were  suspicious  in  those  days). 
Rather,  he  dealt  directly  with  the  major  dealers  who  had  the  finan- 
cial means  to  hold  large  amounts  of  material  in  inventory.  Indeed, 
Senter's  cojiy  of  Betts  reveals  that  Wayte  Raymond  and  B.G.  Johnson 
were  regular  suppliers,  apparently  sending  large  consignments  on 
approval. 

Senter's  acquisitions  range  over  a ten-year  |ieriod,  beginning  on 
May  12,  1921  and  ending  on  May  26,  1930.  The  first  W.W.G.  Wilson 
Sale,  the  major  medal  sale  of  the  decade,  occurred  on  November  16 


' The  coj)y  is  unsigned  but  the  holdings  are  identical  to  the  medals  sold 
in  the  1933  catalogue. 
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The  Period  of  Colonizaliou,  37 

72.  Ifxp.  Obv,  UJOOVlt'US  MAGNUS  HEX  CHKISTIANI-SSIMMS. 
ooLUN  >-,  (A  die-sinker  in  I’aris.)  Bust  similar  to  last. 

Rev.  Same  as  last. 

Copper.  Size  26,  McL.,  16. 


73.  i6c)cx  Obv.  i.unovictis  xiiii  . REX  cukis'J'iani.ssimus  ♦ 
Bust  similar  to  last. 

Re-v.  Same  a.s  last. 

Copjter,  Size  26. 


74>  l6fX>.  Olm.  [.VDOVICV.S  . MAGNVS  , KEX  . CHKlS'nANIS.Sl- 
Mvs  « Bust  of  the  King  to  right,  without  drapery,  in  a de- 
pressed circle. 

Ri.V.  EKANGUA  IN  NOVO  ORBE  VICTKIX  . In  CXCrgUC,  KK- 
kI'Ta  . i.iHEKATA  | M . DC.  -VG  . (Translation  under  68.)  De- 
sign similar  to  la.st,  but  the  beaver  i.s  crawling  tep  the  rock  at 
the  left. 

.Size  32.  S.  I.  Med,  Louis  le  Grand,  Ed.  1723,  234. 
A,  J.  N.,  IX,  1.  [Sec  note  on  68.] 

KKENCH-INDIAN  MEDAI,.. 


75.  1693.  D/'Z',  LUDOVIGUS  MAGNUS  RKX  GnKIS'nANISSIMU.S. 

of  King  to  right  undr.aped,  laurcated.  h . :<ov‘;vbi, . r.  be- 
, low  bust. 

’ Rev.  FEi.tnTAS  noMUS  AuciUSTAE.  (The  pride  of  the  Royal 
house.)  At  the  top,  bust  of  the  Dauphin  to  left,  seren  . 
OELSMi . beneath.  (Mis  Serene  Highness,  the  Dauphin),  Bust 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  the  right,  . lud  . o . livar,  , 
^ beneath.  (Louis,  Duke  of  Burgundy).  Bust  of  the  J.)uke 
fSy  d' Anjou  to  left,  . ehil  . i>  . anj  . beneath.  (Philip,  Duke  of 
^-5  Anjou.)  Bu.st  of  the  1 )uke  de  Berri,  at  the  bottom,  . car  . d . 
I «iTUR  . beneath.  (Charles,  Duke  of  Berri.)  The  busts  of 
Loui.s  and  i’hilip  face  each  other.  All  are  in  profile  with 


flowing  hair.  In  exergue,  M.nG.xcm, 


i\.  uav.s'is:!,..  IN 


.Silver  and  copper.  .Size  48.  Laval  Univ.  (Canada).  Le 


Roux,’’  300.  . 

1^1 


Vr 


...  £ K > 


* Le  XudailUtr  du  t:amida.  par  Jos.  Le  Roux,  M,  D„  Moutrcal,  iBH'i. 

^ S A ? ' . r'i  J' . A . . • t t.  * 


Figure  1:  A page  from  C.W.  Betts,  American  Colonial  Histoiy  Illustrated 
by  Contemporary  Medals  (New  York,  1894)  with  annotations  by 
Charles  P.  Senter. 
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Historical  Medals  of  America. 


14- Vt?  v! ' 

i-X 


i\-n  4 ^. 


210.  Ol>7>.  THE  ■ :■  HRITISH  • ; • CiLORV  • : • KEVIV  . t>-:-  BV  •:• 

ADMIRAL  : YERNOM  =>  Half  length  figure  three-quarters  to 
left;  line  below  legend  ; finger  points  at  R,  elbow  at  k. 

A'ev.  Same  die  as  201,  hut  face  of  die  slightly  worn  or 
turned  down,  so  as  to  obliterate  some  of  the  vvater  lines  ; 
two  small  houses  added  at  right  on  water  front,  and  one  house 
and  lower  at  loft.  This  die  as  altered  is  used  on  215. 

Brass.  Size  23. 

211.  OM.  THES  BKlTI.SHiGr.OKV<J  REVIV  , D=  BYoADMIKALo 

VERNON o Half  length  figure  three-quarters  to  left;  line 
below  legend  ; finger  points  between  ki,  elbow  between  on. 

AVt>.  he  . TOOK  . RORIO  . BELLO  , WITH  . .SIX  , SHIRS  . 

ONLY  . In  exergue,  nov  . 22  . 1739.  Ships  irregular,  one, 

one,  one,  one,  at  right,  and  two  at  left  ; three  sailing  left  ; 
three  right  ; no  boats,  and  one  vessel  in  harbor;  one  steeple 
pointing  at  t;  no  land  lines  ; water  lines  lielow  lower  ships. 

Bra.ss.  Size  23.  A.  j.  N.,  II,  48.  No.  17.  Tiiis  may  be 
Med,  111.,  Geo.  IT,  107. 

212.  Obv.  Similar  to  2 10. 

Rev.  HE  . TOOK  . PORTO  . BELLO  . WITH  . SIX  . SIUI’.s  . 

ONLY.  In  exergue,  XiV  . COURAGE . AND  | condlct.  Ships  one, 

one,  two  and  two  ; four  to  left,  two  to  right  ; one  vessel  in 
steeple  pointing  at  i ; water  lines  below  lower  ships. 


This  may  be  Med.  111.,  Geo.  II.. 
varieties. 


rio,  which  give.s  six 


n 


: h n.-  V' 
8 i 'M-r  . 


213-  Obv.  THE  . BRITISH  . OLOKV  . KEVIV  . I>  , P.Y  . AI>- 
MiRAi.  . VERNON  : . o (n’s  reversed).  Half  length  figure 
three-quarters  to  left  ; line  bedovv  legend ; finger  points  at  . 
between  R.  and  b,  elbow  below  last  n. 

Rc'V.  HE  . TOOK  . PORTO  . P.RLLO  . WITH  , .SIX  . SHIRS  . 
ONLY  . 1739  ; . In  exergue,  by  . courage,  and  | conduct 
(n’s  reversed).  Ships  one,  one,  two,  two  ; four  left,  two 
right ; four  boats  in  harbor,  one  outside  ; tree  on  both  sides 
of  harbor;  tower  and  steeple  pointing  at  w ami  1 ; vv.it er  lines 
and  faint  laml  lines. 

Copper.  Size  2xp 


i J' 


'i-  i i ' 

i ■ -G  '.'I 

I 


i 

1 


I’igure  2:  A page  from  C.W.  Betts,  American  Colonial  Histoiy  Illustrated 
by  Contemporary  Medals  (New  York,  1894)  with  annotations  by 
Charles  P.  .Senter. 
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to  18,  1925.  Senler  made  no  purchases  on  this  dale  although,  given 
that  Wayte  Raymond  did  make  extensive  purchases  at  the  Wilson 
sale,  some  Wilson  pieces  undoubtedly  became  i)art  ol  Senler's  hold- 
ings. Mis  failure  to  participate  in  that  sale  emi)hasizes  the  then  popu- 
larity of  private  treaty  transactions  as  a distribution  channel  in  sharp 
contrast  to  the  ascendancy  of  the  public  auction  in  modern  times. 

It  is  difficult  to  overstate  the  quality  of  the  Senter  collection.  In 
recent  times  the  best  set  of  Belts  medals  to  come  on  the  market 
belonged  to  Luclen  LaRiviere.  This  material,  described  by  Bowers  & 
Merena  in  three  separate  catalogues  (20()()-2()()l),  contained  only 
one  great  rarity  not  found  in  Senter,  the  Anna|)olis  Tuesday  Club 
medal.  In  contrast,  the  Senter  catalogue  boasts  an  Oglethorpe  medal, 
a 1693  Louis  XIV  family  medal,  an  MONOS  ET  VIRTUS  medal,  an 
Anthony  Wayne  medal  and  the  1780  Virginia  Mappy  While  United, 
none  of  which  are  in  LaRiviere. 

If  Senter  had  a special  strength  in  his  United  States  section,  it 
was  the  Admiral  Vernon  medals.  Over  one  fourth  of  the  623  num- 
bers listed  by  Betts  are  Admiral  Vernon  medals.  The  typical  Admiral 
Vernon  medal  bears  an  unimaginative  design  struck  in  shallow  relief 
on  poor  metal.  Most  often  the  differences  between  varieties  are 
minute  and  the  individual  pieces  quite  worn.  In  short,  it  is  for  most 
collectors  of  Betts  medals  an  unappealing  segment.  The  LaRiviere 
Collection  contained  just  a handful  of  si)ecimens  as  did  the  Paul 
Patterson  Collection  and  as  do  the  holdings  of  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 

Charles  Senter  was  one  of  the  very  few  Betts  medal  collectors  to 
have  the  patience  and  curiosity  to  take  the  Admiral  Vernon  section 
seriously.  Llis  Vernon  set  (totaling  159  different  varieties)  was  built 
meticulously,  with  acquisitions  in  nine  of  the  10  years  that  he  col- 
lected culminating  in  two  very  large  purchases  made  in  1929. 
Virtually  all  of  the  Admiral  Vernon  purchases  were  entered  and 
attributed;  indeed,  Senter  describes  several  dozen  varieties  not  to  be 
found  in  Betts. 

Lacking  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  is  tempting  to  conclude  that 
Senter  amassed  his  collection  simply  by  making  it  known  that  he 
would  pay  top  dollar  at  a time  when  there  were  few  rivals.  Such  may 
well  have  been  the  case  but,  from  the  notes  in  the  Vernon  section,  it 
is  clear  that  the  collector  was  also  a student  of  some  depth.  Indeed, 
any  future  publication  on  Admiral  Vernon  medals  will  have  to  take 
account  of  the  varieties  he  discovered,  the  varieties  that  he  possessed 
in  silver  and  the  relatively  few  varieties  that  he  failed  to  obtain.  The 
man  collected  for  but  a brief  span  of  years  but  his  approach  was 
intense. 

Assembling  a world-class  collection  of  Betts  medals  in  a scant  10- 
year  period  is  an  accomplishment  that  only  the  specialist  can  fully 
appreciate. 

Mowever,  this  was  not  the  only  dimension  of  Senter's  collecting 
prowess.  Lots  145  through  182  comprise  some  world-class 
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decorations  including  Austria-Hungary's  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
Russia's  Order  of  St.  Vladimir  (Gold  cross),  Poland's  Order  of  the 
White  Eagle,  Siam's  Order  of  the  Crown  and  Corea's  Order  of  the 
Plum  Flower.  These  fetched  $175,  $80,  $75,  $42,  and  $50,  respective- 
ly, in  the  depths  of  the  Depression.  Among  British  historical  medals 
were  Davison's  gold  medal  for  the  Battle  of  the  Nile  at  $92.50  and  an 
example  in  gold  of  Boulton's  medal  to  honor  the  heroes  of  Trafalgar 
at  $125.  To  assemble  such  gems,  Senter  must  have  maintained  an 
extensive  correspondence  with  the  leading  European  dealers. 

Any  thoughtful  numismatist  will  be  struck  by  the  fact  that  an 
important  collection  was  assembled  as  if  by  stealth.  Senter  wrote 
nothing  about  his  hobby.  There  is  no  notice  of  his  attendance  at 
ANA  conventions  or  similar  gatherings.  His  obituary  does  not  appear 
in  The  Numismatist.  He  even  traveled  under  the  radar  of  Pete  Smith. 

For  the  record,  Charles  P.  Senter  was  born  on  February  14,  1870, 
the  son  of  William  Marshall  Senter  and  Jane  Wilkens  Senter.  His 
place  of  birth  is  listed  as  Gibson,  Tennessee,  but  the  census  of  1880 
finds  the  family  in  St.  Louis,  where  the  father  is  listed  as  a cotton 
merchant.  With  more  digging  we  suspect  that  Charles  Senter  will 
prove  to  be  a man  of  many  parts.  For  now,  suffice  to  note  that  he 
served  as  Marshall  for  the  1904  Olympic  games  held  in  St.  Louis  and 
that  he  died  in  1933  at  the  age  of  sixty-three. 


Frank  Van  Zandt 
(1949-2004) 

By  Joel  J.  Orosz 

A Holmesian  ability  to  deduce  biography  from  a close  observa- 
tion of  apiiearance  has  never  been  my  forte,  but  1 felt  positively 
Sherlockian  the  day  I met  Frank  Van  Zandt,  which  was  during  the 
1993  ANA  annual  convention.  The  tanned  and  weather-beaten  face, 
the  calloused  hands,  the  baseball-style  cap  worn  at  a less-than-jaunty 
angle,  the  unhurried  diction,  the  habitual  skeptical  expression,  all 
pointed  to  "farmer"  as  the  man's  occuiiation.  So  he  proved  to  be; 
moreover,  he  possessed  all  of  the  virtues  — and  vices  — commonly 
ascribed  to  sodbusters.  On  the  virtuous  side  of  the  ledger,  he  was 
open,  generous,  honest,  and  fiercely  independent.  On  the  vice  side, 
he  could  be  narrow,  resentful  and  judgmental.  As  a sum  of  these 
parts,  however,  Frank  Van  Zandt  was  a collector  of  remarkable 
breadth  and  achievement,  a man  whose  considerable  faults  were 
more  than  outweighed  by  his  exceptional  virtues. 

It  must  be  noted,  before  anything  else  is  said,  that  Frank's  rustic 
exterior  belied  a surprising  level  of  sophistication  on  a number  of 
topics.  I first  glimpsed  this  when  I noted  that  his  home  in  Livonia, 
New  York,  was  located  on  Van  Zandt  Road.  Subsequently,  I learned 
that  it  was  so  named  because  Van  Zandts  had  farmed  the  surround- 
ing countryside  since  the  republic  was  young.  Frank  lived  in  the 
"new"  farmhouse  on  the  property,  which  had  been  built  not  long 
after  Andrew  Jackson  had  thrashed  the  British  in  New  Orleans. 
Similarly,  Van  Zandt's  unpolished  style  on  the  bourse  floor  didn't 
square  with  the  fact  that,  at  various  times,  he  had  served  as  the 
President  of  the  venerable  Rochester  Numismatic  Society,  and  as 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society. 

That  theme  of  "apparent  hick/actual  achiever"  was  never  more 
evident  than  it  was  throughout  his  collecting  activities.  Frank  got  his 
start  in  numismatics  by  inheriting  a coin  collection,  but  he  added  to 
it  with  a vengeance.  His  cabinet  of  American  Indian  artifacts,  some 
gathered  from  the  fields  of  his  own  farm,  some  acquired  from  less 
exemplary  sources,  was  dazzling.  Van  Zandt's  library  was  a wonder, 
filled  with  specialties  such  as  a nearly  complete  shelf  of  the  publica- 
tions of  Joel  Munsell. 

His  numismatic  library  never  quite  rivaled  those  of  Champa, 
Bass,  or  Ford,  but  it  was  clearly  in  the  second  rank  behind  these  leg- 
endary collections.  It  was  Frank,  after  all,  who  owned  two  sets  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  and  thus  discovered  that  there 
were  two  distinct  varieties  of  the  Levick  Plate.  Examine  the  footnotes 
in  Q.  David  Bowers'  book  American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War, 
and  see  how  heavily  Dave  relied  upon  obscure  ephemera  from  the 
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Bronze  medal  issued  by  the  Rochester  Numismatic  Society  in  honor 
of  Frank  van  Zandt.  Photo  curtousy  William  Coe. 


Van  Zandt  library  in  order  to  reconstruct  the  story  of  the  antebellum 
coin-collecting  scene.  Or  consider  that  the  definitive  set  of  W.  Elliot 
Woodward  catalogues,  formed  by  R.W.  McLachlan,  went  directly 
from  the  Chateau  de  Ramezay  to  Van  Zandt  Road  in  Livonia  (this  set 
is  now  in  the  capable  custody  John  W.  Adams).  Nor  did  Frank  limit 
himself  to  U.S.  imprints,  for  his  shelves  were  freighted  with  substan- 
tial runs  of  Canadian,  British,  and  other  non-U. S.  literature. 

Frank's  library  was  so  extensive,  and  contained  such  depth  on  so 
many  subjects,  that  a scholar  might  well  have  regarded  it  as  a private 
research  repository.  In  2001,  for  example,  when  1 needed  to  examine 
a known  genuine  specimen  of  Jeremiah  Colburn's  handwriting  in 
order  to  write  a "Printer's  Devil"  column  (see  "Colburn's  Cogan;  An 
Exercise  in  Reconstructing  Provenance"  in  The  Asylum,  Winter, 
2001),  1 turned  to  Frank  first.  Despite  the  fact  that,  in  a burst  of  mil- 
lennial housecieaning,  he  had  by  then  sold  off  large  portions  of  his 
numismatic  library,  he  was  still  able  to  produce  a holographic  letter 
from  Colburn. 

1 would  be  a dishonest  eulogist,  however,  if  1 were  to  minimize 
the  dark  side  of  Van  Zandt's  personality,  llis  tanned  skin  was  rather 
thin,  and  as  a result,  he  was  perpetually  embroiled  in  conflicts  with 
fellow  collectors  or  dealers.  To  be  his  friend  for  any  length  of  time 
was  to  pass  back  and  forth  between  his  favor  and  his  wrath.  To  be 
out  of  his  favor  — to  catch  the  brunt  of  his  wrath  — was  not  an 
experience  for  the  faint  of  heart.  Yet  his  wrath  was  not  imjdacable; 
the  fallen  could,  and  oftentimes  did,  rise  again  into  his  favor. 

Though  his  wrath  was  unpleasant,  I prefer  to  remember  the 
many  good  and  decent  aspects  of  his  being.  Long  will  1 recall  his 
cacklitig  laugh  over  the  i)hone,  which  often  erui)ted  as  he  recounted 
how  he  had  confounded  the  condescension  of  some  stuffed-shirt 
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collector  or  dealer.  Still  grating  on  my  ear  is  the  screeching  that 
came  over  the  line  every  time  he  shifted  in  his  desk  chair  — a chair 
that  apparently  had  not  seen  the  business  end  of  an  oilcan  since  the 
"new"  house  had  been  built.  Occupying  an  honored  s[)ot  on  my 
bookshelf  is  a priced  and  named  coi)y  of  Augustus  H.  Sage's  Bogert 
catalogue  that  contains  the  discovery  copy  of  the  notice  of  sale  for  a 
[)rivate  collection  of  coins  that  Sage  conducted  in  New  York  City 
prior  to  the  Civil  War.  In  sheer  generosity,  Frank  simply  gave  me 
this  wonderful  item. 

So,  to  paraphrase  William  Slrobridge,  we  bid  farewell  to  the  fond 
old  farmer.  Not  even  Holmes  could  have  deduced,  from  Frank  Van 
Zandt's  appearance,  the  full  measure  of  the  man  who  dwelled  within 
— the  extent  of  the  bad,  certainly,  but  mostly,  and  now  for  eternity, 
the  extent  of  the  good. 


Reminiscences  of  the  Early  Days  of 
Coin  Auctions,  Auction  Catalogues, 
Mumismatic  Publications  and  the  NBS 

by  R.  Craig  Kammerer 

In  1967,  I began  attending  weekly  aiictions/bid  board  closings  at 
a coin  shop  called  Jonathan's  in  Inglewood,  California.  In  atten- 
dance often  were  two  other  coin  and  numismatic  book  fanatics 
named  Dan  Demeo  and  Doug  Bird.  Dan  and  I both  were  graduate 
students  at  UCLA,  so  we  often  saw  each  other  at  work. 

A professor  of  electrical  engineering  at  UCLA,  he  was  very  active 
in  ancient  coins  and  invited  me  to  attend  a private  Classical  Coin 
Collectors  group,  which  met  at  members'  homes.  The  group  had 
been  active  since  the  1930s.  A prominent  member  of  the  society  was 
the  famous  auctioneer  George  Bennett.  George  was  not  only  the  pre- 
mier auctioneer  for  all  auctions  of  coins  held  in  the  Los  Angeles  area, 
but  a brilliant  man.  He  could  converse  on  ancient  coins,  Russian  his- 
tory or  just  about  any  historical  topic  one  could  imagine,  if  he  had 
the  time  and  knew  you  well.  George  auctioned  for  Superior,  Bowers 
& Ruddy,  Kreisberg  & Cohen,  Numismatic  Fine  Arts  et.  al.,  as  well  as 
for  his  own  small  firm,  which  held  periodic  auctions  in  Van  Nuys, 
California.  Since  George  was  quiet  and  unassuming,  many  people 
did  not  know  of  his  vast  knowledge  of  coins  and  history. 

George  Kolbe  began  business  circa  1967  and  then  was  operating 
out  of  Mission  Viejo,  California,  as  your  author  clearly  remembers 
receiving  Kolbe  auction  catalogue  #1  in  1976  [see  figure  1]. 

At  this  time,  I was  buying  ancient  and  English  coins  from  B.A. 
Seaby,  and  Spink  & Son,  both  of  London,  England.  Coins  were  usu- 
ally purchased  from  George  Muller,  books  from  Howard  Linecar,  of 
Spinks,  and  from  both  Bert  and  Peter  Seaby  of  Seaby's.  In  June  1967, 
Seaby  sent  a relatively  new  employee  of  theirs,  David  Sear,  to  the 
C.O.I.N.  convention,  which  was  then  held  at  Los  Angeles  Airport. 
David  Sear  sold  me  several  ancient  Roman  coins,  and  a subscription 
to  Seaby’s  Coin  & Medal  Bulletin.  A subscrij)tion  was  also  begun  to 
Spink's  Numismatic  Circular.  Both  periodicals  were  available  via  sur- 
face mail  at  a very  nominal  rate,  though  the  delay  in  receipt  often 
precluded  obtaining  items  one  might  want  from  those  periodicals.  It 
was  about  1969  that  Spink's  hired  a new  man  as  assistant  to  head  of 
the  book  department,  Howard  Linecar;  namely,  Douglas  Saville,  who 
remains  at  the  firm  today  as  head  of  all  their  world-class  publica- 
tions. Prior  to  1969,  all  correspondence  received  by  your  author 
from  Spink's  came  from  Howard  Linecar  (books)  or  George  Muller 
(ancietit  coins). 

Joel  Maher  was  the  primary  ancient  coin  dealer  in  the  Los 
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Figure  1:  The  cover  of  George  Kolbe's  first  auction  catalogue. 
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Angeles  area  in  the  mid-to  late  1960s,  having  started  business  in 
Venice,  California.  Joel  quickly  expanded,  moving  to  Santa  Monica, 
and  then  Encino,  where  he  remains  today.  Joel  published  illustrated 
lists  frequently  in  the  early  days,  which  were  very  well  done,  and  full 
of  information.  A full  set  of  these  publications  contain  much  infor- 
mation of  ancient  coins  from  all  countries. 

.At  about  this  time,  an  old-time  dealer  named  Sam  Kabealo  ran 
auctions  in  Pasadena,  California,  and  Bird,  Demeo  and  1 attended 
most  of  his  sales.  Each  catalogue  was  a leaflet-like  paperback  in  small 
format,  with  few  pictures.  Concurrently,  two  men  both  named  Sam 
ran  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Convention,  which  were  always  huge  gath- 
erings of  most  of  the  prominent  dealers  in  the  U.S.  In  addition,  one 
of  these  men  often  held  coin  auctions  at  his  Long  Beach  coin  shop, 
which  presented  many  offerings. 

Su[)erior  Coin  & Stamp,  then  in  downtown  Los  Angeles,  began 
auctions  at  about  this  time,  and  1 attended  their  first  and  all  subse- 
quent auction  sales,  held  on  the  second  floor  of  their  downtown 
offices. 

About  1971  or  1972,  Joel  Malter  hired  part-time  a UCLA  student 
named  Bruce  McNall.  Bruce  was  a very  cai)able  ancient  coin  dealer 
and  began  Constantinople  Fine  Arts,  followed  by  Numismatic  Fine 
Arts  (NFA),  in  partnership  with  Joel  Malter.  Numismatic  Fine  Arts 
had  been  the  name  of  a coin  firm  led  by  Ed  Cans,  an  old  dealer  in 
Berkeley,  California,  who  had  retired  in  the  early  1960s.  1 remember 
that  it  was  at  about  this  time  that  UCLA  purchased  the  numismatic 
library  of  Edward  Cans  for  $1()0,()0()  and  deposited  the  volumes  in 
the  UCLA  research  library.  1 perused  many  of  those  valuable  vol- 
umes, including  an  original  Giovanni  Dattari,  Monete  Imperiali 
Greche.  Nunii  Augg.  Alexandrini  (Cairo,  1901),  which  had  been  signed 
by  the  author.  Relatively  soon,  Bruce  McNall  dissolved  his  partner- 
ship with  Joel  Malter  and  took  the  name  NFA  with  him  to  Beverly 
Hills,  where  his  firm  prospered  until  about  1993,  when  it  ceased 
business.  Its  sales  catalogues  [see  Figure  2]  were  superb  objects  of  art 
in  their  own  right.  Many  famous  dealers  worked  at  NFA,  including 
Steve  Rubinger,  Simon  Bendall  and  Oavid  Sear. 

In  about  1980  a new  book  dealer  set  up  a table  at  the  Long  Beach 
Coin  shows;  John  Bergman.  John  was  a most  cordial,  helpful  and 
friendly  dealer,  who  enjoyed  talking  and  learning  about  books.  A 
visit  to  John's  table  was  always  an  enjoyable  experience  and  by  itself 
made  a trip  to  Long  Beach  worthwhile.  John  lived  in  Long  Beach,  so 
he  rarely  missed  a show.  No  malter  what  your  purchase  intentions 
were,  John  would  always  have  lime  for  you,  and  greet  you  with  a 
smile.  If  there  were  more  John  Bergmans  in  the  world,  we  all  would 
be  much  belter  off,  and  this  writer  misses  him  greatly. 

It  was  about  1972  that  Bowers  Ruddy,  then  headquartered  in 
Hollywood,  began  auctions,  with  the  sales  held  at  the  local  Holiday 
Inn,  and  we  attended  their  first  sale,  and  most  thereafter,  until  the 
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Figure  2:  An  NFA  literature  sale  from  the  mid-1980s. 
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firm  left  for  New  Hampshire  [Figure  3].  One  of  their  early  sales  fea- 
tured the  collections  of  Matt  Rothert.  At  the  sale,  Matt  autographed 
his  book  on  fractional  currency  for  sale  attendees. 

At  that  time,  Ken  Lee  was  a dealer  in  Cdendale  and  specialized  in 
California  Gold;  he  also  sold  his  famous  book  on  California  gold 
pieces. 

Jack  Collins  was  "free-lance"  at  this  time,  but  did  occasionally 
enter  into  contracts  as  an  astute  cataloguer  and  photographer.  It  was 
not  an  infrequent  occurrence  to  find  him  with  photographic  equip- 
ment, bellows  and  other  accessories  behind  various  dealers'  tables  at 
Long  Beach  shows.  Once  a visit  to  see  Jack  in  the  offices  of  Abner 
Kreisberg  and  Jerry  Cohen  in  Beverly  Hills  produced  a very  enjoyable 
afternoon  discussing  catalogues,  books,  and  Jack's  future  projects. 
Jack  could  talk  for  hours,  was  quite  well  informed,  and  would  always 
have  an  opinion  on  any  subject.  At  the  time  he  was  working  on  sev- 
eral projects,  one  being  a book  on  the  1804  dollar. 

Cal  Wilson  and  his  Numismatic  Repository  began  about  1980  and 
offered  many  tomes. 

A dealer  named  Bill  Castenholtz  was  also  active  in  the  numis- 
matic book  field  at  this  time.  He  published  an  occasional  publica- 
tion, called  The  Numismatic  Messenger,  selling  a large  variety  of 
numismatic  books.  A visit  to  his  home  in  Pacific  Palisades, 
California,  led  me  to  a large  room,  which  had  all  walls  loaded  with 
books.  Bill  once  offered  me  many  copies  of  an  out  of  print  book  on 
the  ancient  Syracusian  decadrachma,  though,  unfortunately,  1 
declined  his  offer. 

Being  a true  collector,  I have  maintained  complete  sets  of  Bowers 
Fi  Ruddy/Merena,  Superior,  NFA  and  others,  as  well  as  The  Asylum, 
having  been  a charter  subscriber.  1 also  have  kept  sets  of  Bowers  & 
Ruddy  lists,  from  the  days  when  Bowers  was  in  partnership  with  a 
man  named  Hathaway,  in  Santa  Fe  Springs,  California.  In  fact,  my 
first  Bowers  review/small  list  was  received  about  1962-3  while  an 
undergraduate  student.  At  that  time,  he  ran  a small  firm  in  a place 
called  Johnson  (jly,  NY.  AIJ  common  U.S.  $10  gold  pieces  cost  $35 
at  that  time,  while  $20  jueces  were  only  $48.50  in  common  AU 
grade,  if  one  bought  10  pieces,  then  a 50  cent  discount  per  piece 
could  be  had.  Ads  for  books  were  few  and  far  between,  as  there  was 
little  interest  comj)ared  to  today.  In  fact,  most  auctions  had  piles  of 
catalogues  out  for  attendees  and  there  was  little  interest  in  saving 
any,  excejn  for  a single  coj)y,  to  use  during  the  current  auction  sale. 

It  is  my  hope  that  The  Asylum  thrives  for  at  least  another  25 
years.  It  is  also  my  fervent  ho|)e,  that  many  paj)er  publications  do 
not  disappear,  under  the  influence  of  the  Internet,  which  is  so  full  of 
misinformation  and  advertisements  that  it  could  never  replace  the 
printed  word,  but  only  supplement  it. 
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Figure  3:  A sale  held  in  Los  Angeles  by  Spink  & Son  and  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  in  1976  featuring  the  Scottish  collection  of  S.P.  Fay. 


President’s  Message 

by  Pete  Smith 


NBS  25th  Anniversary 

The  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  began  with  88  charter 
members  in  1979.  I began  our  annual  membership  meeting  at  the 
Pittsburgh  ANA  Convention  by  honoring  the  following  charter 
members  who  are  still  active  members  in  2004; 


John  W.  Adams 
J.  Richard  Becker 
Mary  Bergman 
Henry  Bergos 
Michael  Bourne 
Q.  David  Bowers 
David  Gladfelter 
Russell  Hibbs 
David  Hirt 
George  F.  Kolbe 
Joseph  Lasser 
Marvin  Lessen 
Denis  boring 


Harrington  Manville 
Richard  Margolis 
Alan  M.  Meghrig 
Eric  P.  Newman 
Joel  J.  Grosz 
Jesse  Patrick 
Phillip  W.  Ralls 
Margo  Russell 
David  Sklow 
William  F.  Spengler 
Stephen  Tanenbaum 
Barry  Tayman 
Anthony  Terranova 


John  Wilson 


The  idea  for  our  society  was  developed  over  dinner  during  the 
1979  ANA  convention  in  St.  Louis.  A few  members  who  were  there 
shared  their  recollections  at  our  2004  membership  meeting. 

Other  activities  included  introduction  of  officers  and  our  fund- 
raising auction.  Among  the  donors  for  this  year's  auction  were  Q. 
David  Bowers,  John  ('unnaly,  Christian  Dekesel,  Flal  Dunn,  David 
Fanning,  Tom  and  Gosia  Fort,  Wayne  Homren,  George  Kolbe, 
Douglas  Saville,  Pete  Smith,  Myron  Xenos  and  a number  of  people 
who  anonymously  placed  items  on  the  auction  tables.  More  than 
one  thousand  dollars  was  raised  this  year,  most  of  which  will  go 
towards  paying  the  e.xpenses  of  our  25th  anniversary  issue. 

After  a lively  discussion,  the  members  present  agreed  to  provide 
a complimentary  hard-cover  copy  of  our  25th  anniversary  issue  of 
The  Asylum  to  both  the  ANA  and  ANS  libraries. 

Fhe  following  members  and  guest  signed  the  register  at  our  2004 
meeting; 


David  T.  Alexander 
Anne  Anaszewicz 
Gerald  Anaszewicz 
('arol  Bergos 
I lenry  Bergos 
Bruce  L.  Burten 
I’rank  ( .ampbell 


Phil  ("arrigan 
John  Dirnbauer 
Craig  liberhart 
David  Fanning 
C,arl  L.  Feldman 
E.  Fomlinson  Fort 
Dan  F'reidus 


Bob  Fritsch 
F.  Gordon  Frost 
David  Gladfelter 
N.M.  Graver 
Nancy  Green 
C.arl  R.  Hirkowitz 
Dave  Hirt 
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Eric  Ilolcoml) 
Charlie  1 lorning 
John  Huffman 
Peler  Irion 
Carlos  jara 
Brad  Karoleff 


Cicorge  Kolhe 
John  Kraljevich 
Denis  Boring 
Alan  Luedeking 
David  Menchell 
Joel  Grosz 

Myron  Xenos 


Bruce  A.  Perdue 
Edward  Perkin 
Bill  Rail 
P.  Scott  Rubin 
Pete  Smith 
Barry  Layman 


Cicneral  Chairman 

Wayne  Momren,  past  president  of  the  NBS,  served  as  (General 
(Chairman  for  the  ANA  "WorkEs  Fair  of  Money"  in  Pittsburgh.  He 
managed  to  attend  several  meetings  during  the  convention.  He  orga- 
nized items  from  his  collection  for  the  exhibit  area.  He  also  arranged 
for  ari  exhibit  of  the  Carnegie  Hero  medals. 


The  (ireat  Numismatic  Libraries  of  Pittsburgh  Tour 

Fom  Fort  and  Wayne  Flomren  opened  their  libraries  for  "The 
Great  Numismatic  Libraries  of  Pittsburgh  Tour."  They  sj^ent  much 
effort  to  organize  and  arrange  their  materials  for  public  viewing. 
Wayne  gave  commentary  on  the  local  sights  as  we  bussed  through 
Pittsburgh. 

A thunderstorm  passed  through  the  area  on  the  day  before  the 
tour.  Many  tree  branches  were  blown  down  and  clean-up  efforts 
were  visible  as  we  bussed  through  the  area.  Shortly  after  our  tour 
hurricane-fueled  rains  flooded  areas  that  we  traveled.  Neither  library 
was  damaged  but  travel  was  difficult  for  a few  days. 

Although  there  were  some  last-minute  substitutions,  1 recall 
(with  my  notes)  that  the  following  attended  the  tour; 


Henry  Bergos 
Bruce  L.  Burton 
Frank  Campbell 
Phil  Carrigan 
Craig  Eberhart 
David  F.  Fanning 
Dan  Friedus 
David  Gladfelter 
Nicholas  M.  Graver 
Nancy  Green 
Russell  Flibbs 
Eric  Holcomb 


Charles  D.  Horning 
Carlos  Jara 
Brad  Karoleff 
Joanna  Koch 
Peter  Koch 
George  F.  Kolbe 
Alan  Luedeking 
Joel  Grosz 
Edward  Perkin 
William  G.  Ran 
P.  Scott  Rubin 
Pete  Smith 


Exhibits 

David  W.  Lange  won  the  Aaron  Feldman  Memorial  literature 
exhibit  award  with  his  exhibit  of  "Coin  Boards  (1934-2004)"  stretch- 
ing the  scope  of  literature  to  include  coin  boards.  Lawrence  Sekulich 
took  second  with  "An  18th  Century  Magnum  Gpus"  showing  a book 
by  George  Virtue  and  discussing  its  prior  owner,  John  Trotter 
Brockett.  Wayne  Homren  took  third  place  for  "Numismatic 
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Literature  of  Western  Pennsylvania  Numismatic  Society  Members: 
The  First  100  Years."  Radford  Stearns  exhibited  "A  Tribute  to 
Randoiph  Zander"  with  publications,  pricelists  and  journals  edited 
or  written  by  Zander  in  the  last  half  of  the  20th  century. 

I he  E-Syinm  Awards 

The  NBS  continued  to  win  awards  at  the  Pittsburgh  convention. 
The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave  our  Web  site  (www.  coin- 
books.org  and  The  E-Syliim)  an  award  for  "Best  Non-Commercial 
Web  Site."  The  E-Sylum  also  received  an  award  from  the  ANA  for 
"Best  Club  Publication." 

FTecTions 

Elections  for  officers  of  the  NBS  will  be  conducted  in  2005. 
Former  President  and  board  member  Scott  Rubin  has  agreed  to  chair 
the  nominating  committee  with  assistance  from  our  founder  George 
Kolbe  and  board  member  John  Kraljevich.  If  you  would  like  to  serve 
on  the  board  or  recommend  another  member  for  service,  please  con- 
tact the  nominating  committee. 

1 he  Next  25  Years 

When  the  NBS  was  formed,  there  were  no  lap-top  computers,  no 
world  wide  web,  no  e-mail,  and  no  auction  catalogues  produced  on 
('D-ROM.  Publications  evolved  from  typed  manuscripts  to  print-on- 
demand  documents  produced  from  disk  media  or  transmitted  over 
phone  lines.  With  all  the  modern  innovations,  we  still  collect,  study 
and  api)reciate  ink  on  paper. 

Technology  will  continue  to  change.  Although  there  will  be  new 
ways  to  research  numismatics,  I assume  we  will  still  have  public  and 
|)rivate  libraries  in  25  years.  We  will  still  read  old  books  and  want  to 
own  the  titles  we  enjoy. 

Members  who  have  stayed  with  us  for  25  years  understand  the 
value  of  literature.  If  our  society  is  to  grow  and  prosper,  we  need  to 
reach  out  and  find  others  who  may  not  share  our  passion  now  but 
can  learn  these  values. 
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Fixed  Price  List 

I am  issuing  fixed  price  lists  of  scarce  and  interesting 
numismatic  literature  and  ephemera  including 

• Rare  19th-century  American  Numismatic 

Periodicals 

• Reference  Works,  Auction  Catalogues  and  Society 

Proceedings 

• Ephemera  Including  Signed  Correspondence  from 

Prominent  Numismatists 
All  carefully  catalogued  and  described  in  detail. 

For  a free  copy  of  the  list,  please  contact 

David  F.  Fanning 

PO  Box  6153,  Columbus,  OH  43206 
E-MAIL  <FANNING32@EARTHLINK.NET> 


Get  on  Board  with  The  E-Sylum 

the  weekly  e-mail  newsletter  of  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Hundreds  of  bibliophiles  around  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  subscribe  to  this  free  publication,  containing 
news  and  information  about  NBS 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 

To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
w homren  @ coi  nl  i brary . com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NBS  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 


(An  Ojpen  Message  T'o  (Martin  ^enger^e. 

‘}ii  Miarty. 

‘It  fias  deen  a few  years  since  i sjpofie  to  you  at  tfie  (hfew 
Yord  ana  adout  tfie  idea  of  rejirinting  tfie  eigfitfi  edi- 
tion of  your  major  word,  ‘Amen'cau  'J^umi'smati'c 
'Auctions,  dast  jpuddisfied  in  iggo.  It  fias  been  tfie 
major  source  word  and  an  inventory  cfiecd  fist  Jor 
tfiose  oj  us  wfio  coffee t auction  catafogues.  ‘Karf 
(Moufton  fias jprovided us  witfi  a catafogue  from  iggo 
to  tfie  current  times,  fut  i fiave  fiad  numerous 
requests  from  coffectors  and  new-comers  wfio  woufd  fide 
to  coffect  tfie  earfier  materiaf  As  witfi  aff  coffectiSfes, 
researcfi  words  sucfi  as  yours  create  tfie  desired  impe- 
tus to  undertade  tfie  tasd.  1 woufd  fide  to  encourage 
you  to  rejirint  your  eigfitfi  edition  as  is,  or  '3  wiff 
gfadfy  ay  you  $1,000  for  a printaffe  disc  and  tfie 
jpermission  to  reyrint fifty  (so)  coyies  for  tfie  fenefit  of 
tfiose  wfio  need  tfie  information. 


Hesyectfuffy, 

'Myron  Xenos, 

and  a wfwfe group  of  catafogue  coffectors  anef  researcfiers. 


The  Money  Tree 
1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Phone:  440-333-3444 
Fax:  440-333-4463 


AVAILABLE  NOW 

THE  NEW  COLLECTOR'S  HANDBOOK 

$14.95 


The  Collector's  Handbook  is 
available  for  just  $ 14.95  plus 
$2.05  shipping  and  handling 
|3er  copy  To  order  your 
copy:  send  your  check  or 
money  order  to  HERITAGE, 
attention  Kathy  Eilers,  3500 
Ma[)le  Avenue,  17th  Floor, 
Dallas,  TX  75219-3941,  or 
Call  214-528-3500,  Ext.  392. 


lav  Planninj;,  Strategy,  and  Estate  Advice  from  Collectibles  Experts 
for  Collectors  and  Their  Heirs 


Have  you  inherited  a collection  of  which  you  have  little  or  no  practical  knowledge? 

...or  [perhaps  you  are  a collector  who  does  not  want  his  heirs  to  be  faced  with  the 
difficult  situation  |X)sed  by  the  first  question.  In  either  case,  we  recommend  you  purchase 
The  Collector's  Handbook.  This  handy  guide  cuts  right  to  the  chase  on  every  topic  from 
record  keeping  to  estate 
planning  to  dis|3osition 
methods. 

The  Collector's  Handbook  is 
written  to  the  active,  current 
collector,  but  all  pertinent 
cha|)ters  also  include  Tips  for 
Heirs  sections  that  aid  in 
avoiding  the  common  pitt'alls 
encountered  by  that  group. 

The  guide  is  sized  perfectly 
to  keep  with  your  collection 
or  in  a safe  defXisit  box. 


14£  '.OLLECTGP 
itAdD&OGft 


HERITAGE 

Qallerm  cAiictmeens 


3500  MAPLE  AVENUE,  17TH  FLOOR  • DALLAS,  TX  75219-3941 
HeritageCoins.com  • 1-800-872-6467 
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AMERICA'S  OLDEST  NUMISMATIC 
BOOK  AND  COIN  DEALERS 

founded  in  1932 
first  auction  sale  in  1935 
at  the  same  location  since  1953 


Stack's  maintains  a full  stock  of  most  standard  numismatic 
references  and  can  obtain  most  other  titles  as  needed.  We 
publish  new  works  on  coins  as  well  as  reprint  others.  We 
stock  important  out  of  print  auction  sale  catalogues. 

Stack's  regularly  publishes  lists  of  the  books  we  have  in 
stock.  If  you  have  not  already  received  one,  please  write  for 
your  free  copy,  mentioning  you  saw  us  here. 

Our  most  recent  publications  include: 

The  Numismatic  Legacy  of  the  Jews.  2000.  $125 
The  George  C.  Perkins  Collection.  2001.  $125 
The  Joseph  Brobston  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $250 
The  Philip  Showers  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $75 


Stack's.  A name  you  know  and  a name  you  can  trust. 


STACK'S  RARE  COINS 

123  West  57th  Street 

NewYork,  NY  10019 

Tel.212.582.2580 

Fax  212.582.1946 

Email  to  info(^stacks.com 

See  us  on  the  web  at  www.stacks.com 


V. 


FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


'Mi 


founded  1666 

69  SOU  I HAMP  rON  ROW  BROOMSBURY, 
LONDON  WCIB  4E'l'.  I LL:  020  7562  4000 
•AX:  020  7562  4066  http://www.spink-online.com 


George  Frederick  Kolbe  is  Pleased  to  Announce 

TWO  PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALES 

The  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  Numismatic  Library  • Part  II 
Held  in  Association  with  Stack’s 

AND 

Rarities  of  American  Numismatic  Literature 
Featuring  the  Craig  N.  Smith  Library 

A FEW  highlights: 

THE  FIRST  A.  N.  A.  PRESIDENT’S  SUPERB  SET  OF  THE  NUMISMATIST,  INCLUDING 
THE  FIRST  SIX  VOLUMES  • COL.  GREEN’S  DELUXE  BROWNING  • A SUPERB  LEATHER- 
BOUND  SET  OF  ANS  NUMISMATIC  NOTES  AND  MONOGRAPHS  • A SUPERB  FIRST 
EDITION  RED  BOOK  • AN  EXCEPTIONALLY  FINE  SET  OF  THE  AMERICAN  JOURNAL 
OF  NUMISMATICS  • GEORGE  FULD’S  BOUND  SETS  OF  WOODWARD,  SMALL  FORMAT 
CHAPMAN,  FROSSARD,  COGAN,  HASELTINE,  LOW,  AND  OTHER  CLASSIC  AUCTION 
SALES  • S.  H.  chapman’s  PRICED,  NAMED,  AND  PLATED  BEMENT  U.  S.  SALE  • ELDER’S 
WOODIN  SALE  OF  U.  S.  GOLD  COINS  WITH  PLATES  • HARRY  BASS’S  ANNOTATED  SET 
OF  BREEN  GOLD  MONOGRAPHS  • EDGAR  ADAMS’  PLATED  WOODSIDE  AND  OTHER 
CLASSIC  PATTERN  SALES  • VARIOUS  CHAPMAN  BID  BOOKS  • A VERY  FINE  SET  OF 
FROSSARD’S  NUMISMA  • EIGHT  EXCEPTIONAL  CROSBYS,  INCLUDING  JOHN 

Robinson’s  original  subscription  copy  • a fine,  complete  set  of  b.  max 

MEHL  SALE  CATALOGUES  • PLATED  CHAPMAN  AND  OTHER  CLASSIC  AUCTION  SALES 


Both  Sales  Scheduled  for  Early  June  2005 


Exceptional  Consignments  Accepted  for  Inclusion  in  the 
Smith  Sale  Until  March  15,  2005  • Please  Call  or  Write 

Ford  Catalogue:  $35.00  • Smith  Catalogue:  $35.00  • Both  Catalogues:  $45.00 
Catalogues  also  accessible  at  our  web  site  approximately  60  days  before  the  sale 


George  Frederick  Kolbe  • Fine  Numismatic  Books 

P.  O.  Drawer  3100,  Crestline,  CA  92325-3100  USA 

Tel:  (909)  338-6527  • email:  GFK@numislit.com  • www.numislit.com  • Fax:  (909)  338-6980 


CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 

Since  1970,  buying,  selling  and  writing  about  Commemorative 

and  Historical  Medals 

(view  online  at  www.christophereimer.co.uk) 

The  Pingo  Family  and  Medal  Making  in  18th  Century  Britain 
(Recipient  of  the  2002  Carl  W.A.  Carlsson  Medal, 
presented  by  Medal  Collectors  of  America) 


THE  PINGO  FAMILY 
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CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 
P.O.  Box  352,  London  NWl  1 7RF 
United  Kingdom 

Tel.  (0044)  20  8458  9933  / Fax:  (0044)  20  8455  3535 
art@christophereimer.eo.uk  (e-mail) 
www.christophereimer.co.uk  (web-site) 


